In Public Health practice nowadays, there is a lot of emphasis on forward planning. Indeed, one can scarcely exist, far less progress, in this very complex world of ours without adequate attention to the planning and devising of strategies. Nevertheless, it is also important to look back into the past when planning for the future.
In the context of our Journal, it is slightly more than two years since our launching. The present issue is the tenth in number. A cursory glance at the indices of volume 1 (1987) and volume 2 (1988) would convince anyone that a wide range of public health issues, particularly those of importance to the Asia-Pacific Region, have been addressed. The subjects ranged from absenteeism, ageing, AIDS, anaemia, beri-beri, breast-feeding, child survival and child immunization to UNICEF, pregnant women and WHO: The distinguished authors come mostly from all the member countries of the Asia-Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health (APACPH). In addition, there are several from other parts of the world. The number of articles arriving at the Editorial Office has been increasing at a very rapid rate, so much so that our "turnaround" time has to be significantly lengthened. International recognition has been accorded to the Journal in that the articles are now abstracted' in MEDLARS, Index Medicus and the American Library of Medical Science.
From the October 1987 issue, we had added the logo of UNICEF to the cover. This is as it should be. UNICEF has been most supportive of our Journal since its inception. Not only has it given moral encouragement, but it has also contributed financially in a very generous way. We certainly owe UNICEF agreat debt of gratitude for its support, without which we could have scarcely survived.
It is rather invidious to single out an individual for specific mention, as the work of the Journal would not be possible at all without the whole-hearted support of a host of people, including those on the Board of the Consortium, editorial board, reviewers, distributors, advertisers and publishers. Nonetheless, I would like to put on record the valuable help which Ms. Yong Siew Lan has given, always cheerfully and unstintingly, firstly as Editorial Assistant and later as Assistant Editor. After more than two and half years of devoted service with regard to both developmental and editing work for the Journal, she has left us following the relocation of the Editorial Office from Singapore.
What of the future? As before, our Journal seeks to retain and indeed enlarge its unique role as a main medium of communication between public health institutions and professionals throughout the Asia-Pacific Region. A main focus will be on Child Survival and Child Health, since the Journal is a co-operative effort between APACPH and UNICEF. Not only will the Journal publicize the findings of the growing number of public health researchers in our region, where more than half of the world's population live, but it also hopes to stimulate more research activities because it represents a ready medium for Asia-Pacific scientists to publish in. We claim that, while there are many excellent journals of public health in individual Asia-Pacific countries, and many well-established intemational journals published in developed countries, our Journal is unique because of the region we represent and because the Consortium itself which has sired the Journal is likewise unique.
